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Save the Date– Join us as we ring in the Holiday season,

October 2021
You’re Invited to participate
‘Festival of Trees’decorate and set up a
Christmas tree in our
Carriage House. Open
to non-profit groups
and organizations,
offering an
opportunity to accept
donations to help
support your mission via a donation
jar next to their tree. You may also
provide promotional materials.

The Heritage Village and Farm Museum Presents

Christmas in the Village
Sunday December 5th
11AM– 3PM
Free Admission
Route 14, Gates 2 & 3, Troy PA
Tree lighting, Christmas Caroling, Festival of Trees,

Participate in the Holiday Program–
open to individuals and groups, of
musical, narrative, and unique
talents. Presentations happen on the
1822 Gregory Inn front porch.
Need to bring your musical
accommodations and props.
Craft, non-profit and Direct sales
vendors invited (no vendor fee)
need to provide your own table
tent, chairs (vendors we ask you
NOT sell baked goods unless they
are packaged as a gift or part of a
gift basket.)

Holiday Bake Sale, Unique gifts,

Contact– Barbara Barrett

Mr. & Mrs. Santa Clause,

570-786-9482

Entertainment, Nativity, craft vendors,

bbarrett362@comcast.net

The museum has closed for the season. Thank you to all who visited and supported us this past year.
Off season projects have already begun. Tuesday’s work days are well attended and the each volunteer
tackles a project from a diverse ‘to do list’.

Farm Days 1866
The Heritage Village and Farm Museum are pleased to announce the educational program ‘Farm Days 1866’
will return in 2022. Please note the date change , now Monday and Tuesday May 16 & 17, a move to
accommodate the change of the State mandated school testing dates. Open to area public, private and home
schooled 4th grade students, this program is offered at no cost to the schools through Bradford County
United Way, organizations and individuals. Invitations have gone out to the schools.
To register your Home school group contact Barbara Barrett bbarrett362@comcast.net
TRAIN ORDER HOOPS
For much of the twentieth century, train order poles were the most common,
and certainly the most essential tools housed in any train station. As it was
completely impractical for every passing train to stop for messages, the poles
were a simple way to pass on orders and return messages to the station.

Bamboo train
order hoop on
display in the
Rail Road Shanty,
donor Ron Kunst

As a telegrapher saw a train approach his
station, he would alert the dispatcher
who then decided if there was a train
order to be issued. If so, the telegrapher
would copy the order, roll it up and clip it
to the hoop, and then run to the edge of the train platform so that men on the train
could receive the orders. Telegraphers delivered these hoop-bound orders to
different people at different sections of the train -- at the front, the engineer, and
toward the rear, the conductor.
The hoop is a bamboo pole, made from a single piece of wood that was heated and
bent around a cylindrical object. Orders were attached within this hoop and the pole
was then held up to a passing train. The crewman on the passing train would stick out
his arm and “catch” the hoop with his whole arm. After pulling off the order, message,
list, or waybill, the hoop was then tossed off the train and the stationmaster, or
telegraph operator, would then have to trek along the track to recover the pole and,
occasionally, a returned message. Standing beside the tracks and holding a bamboo
hoop for a steam train was a risky and messy business. Steam trains were notorious
for spraying hoop operators, and were generally dirty machines. Bamboo hoops were
eventually replaced by “Y” or string hoops. This didn’t really solve anything for the
hoop operators, as they still had to stand and hold the “hoop” for the train. The one
major difference was that only the string that closed the hoop was taken onto the
train and the pole was left in the hands of the stationmaster. Today, orders are relayed to trains using modern electronic technology, and the art of passing messages
with a hoop is mostly forgotten. www.nhtelephonemuseum.org
The public is invited to the next regular
BCHA Board meeting Wednesday
November 17, 2021 1PM at the Museum
2021 BCHA Board of Directors
President– Karen Tworsky
Vice President– Helen Mickley
Treasurer– Marie Seymour
Secretary– Barbara Barrett
Deb Lutz, Bonnie & Gary Pierce, Walt Wittie, Dale Palmer,
Ralph Knapp, Deb Keppler, Mike Kelly, Terren Smith,
Margaret Winder, Val Baker
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Voting Booths Were a Radical 19th-Century Reform to Stop Election Fraud
An idea imported from Australia, they helped enable the “secret” part of secret ballots.
B Y S A R A H L A S K O W N OV E M B E R 5 , 2 0 1 8
V O T I N G B O O T H S A R E N ’ T S P A C E S T H A T voters give much thought: You’re in, you vote, you’re
out. That’s how it’s meant to be. They are designed for quick exits; one 19th-century law stipulated an
eight-minute limit for booth use, if all were occupied. But their unobtrusive nature is a relic of a major
controversy in American democracy. When the United States made the controversial switch to a secret
ballot, we needed a place to cast them.
Back in the 19th century, Election Day in America worked differently than it does now—there was even
more drama than there is today. There were no official ballots. Political parties printed their own “party
tickets.” Some states had standardized printing rules, but in other places voters could write down the
names of whomever they wanted to vote for. Kentucky voted by voice almost to the end of the 1800s.

When parties printed up their own tickets, each ballot listed the party’s candidates for all the seats at stake.
Most voters accepted the preselected slate, rather than the candidates that most impressed them. There
were measures one could take against an undesirable candidate, though, such as physically cutting his
name out of the party ticket.
Polling places might be set up in private homes or “sodhouse saloons”—usually there was some separation
between the election officials and the crowd of voters, but there was no privacy. Partisans corralled people to the polls to cast their party
tickets and keep other parties’ voters away—using fists, knives, guns … any effective means. Voting could mean risking your life. In the
mid-1800s, 89 people died trying to get to the polls.
By the 1880s, ballot reformers were looking for a new way to run elections, one that would wrench some control away from parties and
limit vote-buying and other fraudulent practices. They found it in Australia.
Since the 1850s, Australian states had been pioneering a different method of electing leaders—they let people vote in secret. This system
used official ballots and provided space for people to vote without anyone knowing who they had chosen. With no way of verifying who a
voter had actually cast a ballot for, parties had less power to coerce or bribe people. After a close and contentious American presidential
election in 1884, when Grover Cleveland won New York—then allocated the most electoral votes of any state—by just more than 1,000
votes, American states started seeing the appeal. In 1888, Massachusetts was the first state to adopt the “Australian ballot” system, but it
was followed quickly by Indiana, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, Tennessee, Minnesota, Washington, New York, and other states.
Under these new systems, states had to provide voters with voting booths and figure out what those should look like. One county in
Ohio, for instance, considered buying premade iron booths, before settling on cheaper wooden stalls. Often, the ballot reform laws
specified in detail what voting booths should look like and how they should be designed and deployed. New York’s law required at least one
voting booth, three feet square, with walls six feet high, for every 50 voters in a district. The booths had to have four sides, with the front
working as a door, and a shelf “at a convenient height for writing” that was to be stocked with “pens, ink, blotting paper, and pencils.”
Over the next century, states tweaked the design of their voting booths little by little. Sometimes, the changes were meant to
accommodate new technologies. In New York, which used giant lever machines, for instance, booths were expansive, and usually
installed against the wall. As electronic voting systems were developed, machine manufacturers started designing bespoke booths
to fit their particular devices.
Some of the changes in booth design were just meant to make set-up easier and simpler. By the middle of the 20th century, it was more
common for booths to be fronted by curtains than by heavy wooden doors. By the 1980s, freestanding metal stations had come into vogue.
Each state developed its own quirky requirements. “New Hampshire had an archaic state law that the booths’ curtains had to extend down
to the ankle,” says Hollister Bundy, who works at Inclusion Solutions, a company that sells voting booths. Most states were happy to have
shorter curtains, reaching down to about a person’s thigh, so for many years there was one curtain for New Hampshire voting booths and
another for every other state that wanted it. (The state has since changed the law.)
Today, one of the primary concerns for the designers of voting booths is to make sure there are accessible options that meet the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Help America Vote Act, passed after the election controversy of 2000.
Other than that, there’s no centralized requirement for voting booth design. Each state has its own rules, and often it’s up to county clerks
and other election officials to make sure voters have a place to vote—in private.
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